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the bidder who first accepts the terms offered
by the vender where he sells by reducing his
terms until some one accepts them. The
latter form is known as a Dutch auction. A
sale by auction must be conducted in the
most open and public manner possible; and
there must be no collusion on the part of the
buyers. Puffing or mock bidding to raise the
price by apparent competition is illegal. A
bid is an offer and when accepted forms a
binding contract (see contract).
AUDIPHONE, aw'tie fone, or DENTI-
PHONE, an instrument by means of which
deaf persons are enabled to hear. It consists
essentially of a fan-shaped plate of hardened
rubber, having a handle at one end and a
string attached to the opposite end. The
plate is bent downward by pulling on the
string, thus forming a concave surface which
collects the sound waves and transmits them
to the teeth, from which they are conveyed
to the auditory nerve through the bones of
the face. The audiphone is of use to people
whose deafness is caused by defects in the
external or middle ear. It is useless to one
whose auditory nerve is destroyed. See ear.
AU'DUBON SOCIETY, an organization
which has for its object the dissemination of
information about common birds, in order to
prevent their destruction' and to create a
sentiment against the wearing of birds and
feathers as articles of adornment. There are
Audubon Societies in various parts of North
America, and these have enrolled thousands
of members pledged to carry out the aims of
the organization. In many states and prov-
inces the killing of non-game birds is forbid-
den at all times, and through the influence of
the Audubon movement many bird reserva-
tions have been established. Bird Loref a bi-
monthly magazine, is the official organ of the
society.
John James Audubon (1780-1851), large-
ly through whose influence the bird-protec-
tion movement originated, was born at Man-
deville, La., of French parentage. He was
educated in France, and studied painting
under David. In 1798 he settled in Pennsyl-
vania, where he lived for ten years, devoting
his time to the study of birds and to making
drawings in natural history. In 1826 h£ went
to England, exhibited his drawings in Liver-
pool, Manchester and Edinburgh, and finally
published them in an unrivaled work, con-
taining four hundred thirty-five colored
plates of birds the size of life, entitled The
 Birds of America. Later there appeared an
accompanying text entitled Ornithological
Biography, partly written by William Mae-
gillivray. On his return to America Audubon
labored with Dr. Bachman on a finely illus-
trated work entitled The Quadrupeds of
America. His great merit is the accuracy
and extent of his original observations.
AUGEAS, aw''je as, a mythical king of
Elis, in Greece, who figures in the story of
the sixth exploit of Hercules (which see).
Augean Stables. King Augeas had 3,000
head of oxen which he kept in his stables.
These stables had not been cleaned for thirty
years. Hercules undertook to clear away the
filth in one day in return for a tenth part of
the cattle, and executed the task by turning
the Alpheus and Peneus rivers through the
stables. Augeas, having broken the bargain,
was deposed and slain by Hercules. In cur-
rent speech ato cleanse the Augean stables"
is a synonym for improving disgraceful polit-
ical conditions.
AUGITE, aw'jite, or PYROXENE, a
mineral of the hornblende family, an essential
component of many igneous rocks, such as
basalt, greenstone and porphyry. A trans-
parent green variety found at Zillerthal, in
the Tyrol, is used in jewelry.	,
AUGSBURG, owgs'boorg, bavaria, a re-
nowned commercial center in the Middle
Ages, and still an important emporium of
South German and Italian trade. .There are
many beautiful churches, some of which date
from medieval times, among them being the
cathedral and the memorial chapel of the
Fugger family. Other important buildings
are the town-hall, which contains the cele-
brated Golden Hall, one of the finest halls in
Germany, and the former episcopal palace,
in which, in 1530, the Augsburg Confession
was presented to the emperor, Charles V.
Besides these there are several beautiful
modern buildings, a theater, a library and a
splendid gallery of paintings. The chief in-
dustries are cotton spinning and weaving,
dyeing, woolen manufacture, book printing
and binding and the,manufacture of machin-
ery, metal goods and chemicals. Augsburg
is a place of great antiquity, Emperor Augus-
tus having established a colony here about 12
b, c. In 1276 it became a free city, and, be-
sides being a great mart for the commerce
between the north and south of Europe, it
was a great center of German art in the Mid-
dle Ages. It early took a conspicuous part

